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a tax 01 a common natara[%igh exfoited by
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dolars; and that ¢
res o the i porio
 payments ou. aceouut ¢
 mmounted to six |
!}-wd stxtystiva’ d throe hundred x_md
| ninety-thvee dojlars.  Duringthe same period,
' payments made in redewption of the pub-
, including interest and premium,

lie

the | amounted to nine million eight handred and

' forty-four thousand five hundved and twenty-
eiq‘ll:t dollars.
'he balanes in the Treasury at the begin-
[ of the fiscal year, July 1, 1855, was eight
. millions nine ﬂundmd and severty-six dollars;
l the receipts for the first quarter, and the es=ti

the public ex- | po
_exclusive of |
M I]ne ill’ 3 ...
million three hundred |

el i et
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gradual systematic increase of the Navy, an
igtion is recommended for the construc-

tion of #x steam sloops-of war.

In to the steps taken in exceution of
the actspf Congress to promote the efficiency
of the udvy, ic 1s unnecessary for nie to say
more th{l to express entire concurrénce in the

i

ohscrvafons en that subject presented by the
Secretat’ in his report.
' POST-OFFICE.
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mueh as ible,
purposes, of the inddp
individual States.
mon defense and

to the General Govepyment certain carefully

Pl

general govern- |
to the | States, conspicnous for their services in found-
blie, and equally sharing its ad« | auth
gard their constitutional oblis :
" Although conscious of their| Butthe
 nability to heal admitted and palpable social | vital force of

sh jower as was nee. | evils of their own, and which are completely | over sectional prejudice, and the po
o excoution of specif: | within their jurisdiction, they engags in the  errors of the day, and the State of ?exm re-
words, to retsiu as | offensive and hopeless undertaking of reform- | turned to the Union as she was, with social
peistently with those ing the domestic institutidhs of other States ' institutions which her people*had chosen for
m«lent powers of the '’ wholly beyond their covtrol and autbqrit{.
Yor objects of com- | In the vain pursuit of ends, by them entirely | ;
silirity, they intrasted | umattainable, and which they may not legally ' coptible of sub-division into a plurality of
| attempt to compass, they peril the very exist- | States,

4 such, they proceed- | vantages,
ed to frame the existifi constitation, udhe-l‘gﬂtiom- to it.
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iv' publiv seeurity,
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o8, in.both Houses of C
the Southern States of

| suppowsd bestlit of 1he: provisions

good =
the re-aunéxing act, that she should be sus-

What advantages the interests of the

endeavors, by some of
on-
the
of the act
ing ‘th‘orguwiul of the State of

of the people, and the
onstitution, triumphed

litical

 themselves, and with express agreement by

contrary, before the intelligence
and Emomm ol the people, exerting through
the ballot-box their peaceful and t but
irresistible power.

If the friends of the comsitution are to have
another struggle, its enemies conld not present
a more acceptablerissue, than that of a State
whose constitution clearly embraces “a repub-
lican form of government, 'being exeluded from
the Union because its domestic institutions
may not in all respects eomport with the ideas
of what is wise and expedient, entertained ‘in
some other State. Fresh from groundless
imputations of breach of faith aguinst others,
men will commence the agitation of this ques-
tion with indubitable vivlation of an express
compaet hetween the sovereign powers of the

ence of the Constitution, and all the conntloss
benefits which it has conferred. While the Southern Stutes, as such, gained by this,
people of the Southern States confine their at- were far inferior in “results, as they unfolded
tention to their own affairs, not presuming in the pro of time, to those which sprang
officially to intermeddle with the social insti  from previous concessions made by the South.
tutions of the Northorn States, too many of, To every thoughtful friend of the Union—
the inhabitanss of the latte##ire permanently to the true lovers of their country—to all
organized in associations to infliet injury on | who longed and labored for the full success
the former, by wrongful acts, which wonld be | of this great experiment of Republican in.
 eause of war as between foreign powers, and | stitutions, it was a cause of gratulation that
only fail to be such in our system, because | such an opportunity had ooeurred to illustrate
perpetrated under cover of the Union. our advanemg power on this continent, and to

two d angmqmr than the previons year.— | into powerful Sta ff 3 Vasrnised onr dn: | t iz impossible to present this ﬂubjecta.s.ffumish fo the world additional assurance of
Beond js. that. it the couvention were allow- | sand cight lundred aod forliv—six dollarz, there- ‘

)ll’ﬂhw l' 5y expor Y ures _hl = iﬂh the pE ductic . i ok trf!.ﬁh and “l? oceasion mquim' without no- | the Stl’(ll]gt]l. and sta.bility of the Constitution.
mizgage of that particular ques | by leaving an estimateg brlance in the Trens. | Tibasury is thussRsioetlioingy she asonibadiwhich transports thillio the Ev::n.;?etrﬁ:  bicing the reiterated, but groundless, allega- | Who would wish to see Klorida still a Euro.
% .‘.ﬁ““_'_ o _.i . - , T A . -‘”.. ) a il % - . . 'r;-,. . -I! aab = . i, L 3 4 . *

S, ry on July 1, 1350, siiftee: s an ton, that tho South has_persistéutly asserted |

i tion, tolony ?  Wheo Jo d x _
- wbtained .4 in_the .a..u#mrm v “as 4 loné stiF, m&o;ll ‘of one in
* the I governinent, to the [ galaxy of States? Who does not incaleu-

¢ : T i
w,' PRy T . lice: of ﬂne North, and _in which thcllably appreciate the benefits of the acquisi-
cent AR Y latt hu acquicsced. That is, the States, | tion of Louisiana? And yet narrow views
In tho nbav:a t ]&_i * | which either promote or tolerate attacks on | 2nd sectional purposes would inevitably have
present fiscal year are inelu % | the rights of persons and of property in other | excluded thém from the Union.
uf‘({(-.]]‘m to |}|eet shu last in s g . | States, to disguise their ewn iuiu:';tiee, pre- | Bat another struggle on the same point en-
millions, provided in thehstt{lea 5’1.0& d‘;i!:: tend or imagine, and ecastantly aver, that | sued when our victorious crmies h‘t{lrl:vd from
ico, and seven millions seven t:fll *n ; they, whose constitutionsl rigits are thus ! Mexico, and it devo'ved apan Conpress to pro
ty thousand dollars a pmpl‘lﬂh_ hon PROUgS systematically asseiled, are thewselves the ' vide for the territories acqguired l.-;?ﬁ_;t, ué:;[
of the debt due to Texas, 'ofm twuq?lm.-! om  the mutaol aggressors. At the present ume, this im-|of (raudalnpe Hidalpo, The pl"::."tt, rnnatiop:: i
il ’mgawi ;?:Olmt h ten!:l “311“10{;3 L, from the wy . | puted aggression, resting. as it does, only in | of the subject had become distinet and clear | Itis necessary to speak thus plainly of pro
seven hundred and fifteen thousand doilars, o im:icr:; th? vague, de(“li:m:l-tnl’_'.‘.l_'l:lil]';_[(.'s of politieal | to the perception of the publie mind, which jeets, the },fﬁql,r'ing of that sectivdal’ g,,;,dﬁi, 1
S amtators, resolves itself into wisapprehen- | appreciated the evils of sectional controversy | now prevailing m sume of the Hmre-,«: which

and redmge the expenditures, actual or c&im]'- .
| mated, Tor ordinary Ohjects of the year, to the " l;(l‘hm; L &1 rhtarnratats . . . 3 vE = . . .
i o 1 ments of Eﬂ-" 1, or misinterpretation, of the prmc:pl(»s (upon the question of the admissicn of llﬂ‘.&'!‘-l"t-' 8s impracticable as lhv)‘ TS Gnosndtibis

the (rovernmeats interest luding the mated reccipte for the remaining three quar-

United States, to be representeg in 3 eonven- | ters amount, togother, to sixty-seven million

tion to assemble for the purposy of recviving 'nine hundred aud eighteen thousand seven

and considering a wition, fwhich she in- | hundred and thirty-fonr dollars; thus afford-

. tends to subuut, for the capitflization of the |[iug in all, as the available resources of the

‘ “Sound dues, and the distribugbn of the sum | current fiscel year, the sum of eighty-six mil-

L % 80 be paid as commutation ng the Govern. ' lion eight hundred and fitty six thousand sev-

43 ments, according to the respéctive proportions | en haundred and ten dollars.
= Sty = ¢ I clive propu i

R &."ﬁ.u- maritime commeree to and from the| If, to the sctuai expeuditures of the first

A Bdl:t“ I have deelined, ifi behalf of the Uni- | quarter of the curfent fiseal year be added
LE ted Staté«, to acecpt this invitation, for the | :Le probable expenditures for the retaini

* "mmost eogent reasous.  Ope is, that Donmatky three quarters, as estimated by the Sceretary

PE3 not offor to sabimit to the eonveution the | of the Treasury, the sum total will be seventy-

jon of her right to levy the Sound dues. | one million two hundred and twenty six thou.

ping all others as the !

‘the separate indepen- United States, and of the Republic of Pesas,

as woll as of the older and equally solemn
compacts which assure the equality of all the
States.

But, deplorable as would be sueh a viola-
tion of compact in itself, and in all its direct
consequences, that is the very least of the evils
involved. When sectional agitators shall have
succeeded in forcing on this issue, can their
pretensions fail to. be met by counter preten-
sions?  Will not different Stutes be compell-
ed respectively to meet extremes with ex-
tremes ? , if either extreme carry its

p_oint," '

I."ﬂ.
148 the  lanii

defined functions,
vndelegated rights
dent sovereiguties. |
Such is the gonustiffiional theory of our
ﬁo\remr ut,the praoplel observance of which
as carried 8y, and ulalone, among wodern |
Republics, through gfrly three dencrations

It wilbe perceived, Ly the report of the
Post-mupter-Generanl, that the gross expendi-
ture of Kie Department for the last fiscal year
was nine iillion nine hundred and sixty-eight
thousapi three hundred and forty-two r{nnnrs.
and th:&{'mss receipts seven million three hun-

dred m forty-two thousand one hunered and
thirty-sk dollars, mokingan excess of expen- | of time, without thd'fost of cne drop of
diture ger rgeeipts of two million six bun- | blood shed in civil With frecdom and
dred anf six dollars; and that the cost of mail | goncert of action, i ensbled us to cons
ton that year, was six hundred and | tend savcessfully ob fhe battle-fiehd ugainst

¢ thousaud nine bundred and fifty- | forcign foes, has elevild the feeblelcsnicolo

axe
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lutely exg ! L Sherein, that
fact {af itaelf comstit L nrnpti:m be-
tween it and the other States. But the pro-
enss of dissolution could not stop there. Wounld
not a geetional decision, produeing such resalts
by a majority of votes, either nporthern or
southern, of necessity drive out the oppressed
and agrieved minority, and place in presence
of cach other two irrsconcilable hostile con-
federations ?

% 2 P
o
3 P 8 o latg 1 v
o 5y > » ot .

R ol R .
il ¥

A

bk

210

nditures of the | AN
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' deserve thamderlﬁon n of Congress.

“INTERIOR. ‘o
The report of the Secretary of the Interi-
or will engnge your attention, as well for the
useful suggestions it contains, asfor the inter-
est and importance of - the sabjects to which
thoy. refer. the
aggrozate amount of public laud sold

and eommereial freedom, as wall as’ that
of agress to the ]]_inltic. Above all, by the
express terms of the proposition, it is contern-
plated that the mnsi-llcfraﬂ(uu of the Sound dues
shall be conmingled with, and made subordi-
nate to, a matter wholly extrancous, the bal-
ance of power among the Governments of Ku-
rope.
\lt‘i!-;[l'. hs.\\\'cvcr. l'l'jl‘t'liilf; t!m pnlpuz«liﬁut].
and sisting on the right of free transit into
and from the Balie, I nave expressed to Den-
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from time
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| States,

mark 2 willingness on the part of the Unitad
States to share liberally with other powers in
compensating her for uny advantage which
commerc: shall hereaftor devive f2om expendis
tures masie by her for the improvement and
gafery of the nurigatiop of the Somnd or
Belts.

I lay before you, herewith, sundry docu-
ments oa the subject, in which my views are
more {nlly disclosed.  Should no satistactory
arrangement be soon concluded, I shall again
call vour attention to the subject with recom.
mendation of such measures as may appear to
be required in order 10 assert and secure the |
I'igill:-‘lﬂl the United States, so far as they are |
afiected Ly th - pretensions of Denmark. l

FRANCE. [

I 2nnounce with mueh gratifieation that |
cince the adjouruwent of the inst Congress, the
(qacstion, then exfsting between the Govern-
mient and that of Prance, respecting the Freveh
Com-ul at San Froncisco, has been satisfacto-
rily dotermined, and that the relations of the
two Governments continue to
friendly natare.

s

GREECE.

A question, also, which has beer pending
for several yoars between the Ulnited States
and the Kingdom of Greece, growing out of
the seqnestration, by public authorities of that
eonntry, of property belonging to the present
American Consul at Athens, and which had
been the ‘!I?-'j‘»'('l of very earnest disenssion
herstofore; has r.-..w-:ui_s'!h.-:.'n settied to the
satisfaction of the party intercsted and of both
(rovernmoeuts.

SPAIN. &

With Spain, peaceful relations are still
maintained, and some progress has been made
1 securing (he redress of wrongs 1'0331 ined
of by this government.  Spain has ot vnly

disavowed and “lisapproved the couglngt of § p

steamtr Black Warrior at Havana, Jabolias
paid the sum claimed as an igdeomi ﬁ'ﬂnl
loss thereby inflicted on eitizens of the United |
States. l
In eonsequence of a destructive hurricane, |
which visited Cape in 1814, the supreme au-
thorit; of that island issued a deeree, permit-
ting the impoitation, for a period of sis months |
of eertain building materials and provisions, |
tree of daty, but revoked it when about half

| which the fiseal bo

| guards provided, inclnding
| mouthly returns, render it scarcely possible for
be of the most | 2ny cousidernble fraud on the part of (hose
| agents, or néglect involving hazard of scrious

| generally conceded that the purpose ‘of reve.

sum of sixty millious four hundred and seven-
ty-six thousand dollars,

The amount of the public dobt, at the com-
menecement of the present liseal year, was forty
willions five hundred and cighty-three thou-
sand six hundrad and thirty-one dollars, and,
deduction being mad2 of subsequent pa-mants
the whole public debt of the Federal Govera-
ment remaining at this time, is less than for-
ty million dellars.

" The remnant of certein other goyernment
stocks, amounting to two hundred and forty-
three thousand dollars, refurred to ini my last
message as out-standing, hasrsince been paid.

I am fully persuaded that it would be diff-
cult to devise a system ‘superior to that by
siness of the government
ow conductcd.  Notwithstunding the great
ber of pablic azents of eollection and dis-
ieyed that the checks and
the requirement of

isn
nmm
bursement, it is bel

| publie loss o eseape detection. I renew, how-
ever, the recommendation, hqr%iore muade by
me, of the cnactment of a laywdeclaring it fel-
| lony on the part of puhliq_idﬁg_ers to insert
false entrics ia their bosks of or ac-

ecunt, or to make false

vice to deliver to their sugcessors all books,

records and other ohjects of & public nature

during the lnst fiscal year, located-with milita-

portion sold was 15,729,024 acres, yielding in

bean surveyed, but, in consideration of the

ms4 and aleo re- | FEISO!
quiring them on the termivatio 1of -their sers |

ry serip or land, warrants, tuken up under
ts for roads, and selected as swamp lands
y States, is 24,557,409 acres, of which the

receipts the sum of $11,485380. In the

same period of time, 8,723,854 acres have |;
uantity already subject to entry, no addition-
gltract.i have been brought into rurket.

The peeuliar relation of the Genersl Gov.
ernment to the Distriet of Columbia renders
it proper to commend to your cace not enly
its uateri=], but also its moral interests, in-
eluding edacation, more especially in those
parte of the distriet outside of - the ciiies of
Washington and Georgetown,

The commissioners appeiated to revise and
eodify the laws of the District, have made
such progress in the performarce of their
tagk as to insure its completion in the time
_preseribed by the actof Congress.

JInformation has recently been received that
the peace*of the settlemenisin the Territories |
of Oregon and Washington is disturbed by
hostilities on the part of the Indians, with in-
dieatious of extensive combinations of a hos-

ter, the more serious in their possible effect by |
sou of the nndetermined foreign i

pwaich your
# especially invited. —

Y
- n -
pignt measrg £ .
s Mave been taken, which,

in their castody. ; G
Derived as our public revenpesis, in: chie

!' part, from duties on Huports, s L

| fords gratifying cvidence ol SRS

. not ouly of our cop

: interests upgy

P priugiple that alla 01

the @mront expenses of $he

B notivo - cmplessadalt i

the people, 2ud the conspieuous

apnuil revenue from all sonrcss, exe

many millions of doflars, the uﬂﬁk ncede:

for o prudent and espnowical administration

of public &fatrs; connob il to sug@est the pro-

pricty of an early revision and” veduction of

the tariff of duties on imports. - It is now so

i
4]

nue wlone eon justify the imposition of duties
on iwports, that, in re-adjnsking the import

b l"u e, Whil“l,

l!n‘ l;:'l‘;t.ul -rll].\' Ilill.l l?!:lil'ﬂ,'.ll‘ Lo lht: injury nf _3 UlbIL‘:‘i nnd m‘ll:.'lhl]l‘\', }“‘hi':l} m."que-‘*til"mhly
citizens of the United States, who had progee- | require essential modifications] a departure
ded to act on the faith of that decree. The | from the principles of the present tariff is not
Spanish government refused indemnification | anticiputed. 4 '
to parties aggricved until recently, ! . ARMNE. £ .
when it wis assented to, paymont being pro- | Thearmy d“_“"{:j' the year ]’_'351"'9“ ‘3'?"“"’]5
mised to be made so soon a5 the amount due | engaged in defending the Indian froutier, the
can be sseertained. | state of the service permitting buf few and
Sati<taetion claimed for the arrvest and | small garrisons in our permancaut fostifieations.
search of the steamer El Dorado has mot )‘ut.f The additional regiments authorized at the
boen aecorded, but there is reason to believe | last session of Congress have heen recruited
that it be, and that case with others, | and organized, and a large portionof the troops
continnes to be urzed to the thorough | have aircady been sent to the field. All the
attention of the Spanish government. [ do | duties which devolve onthe military cstablish-
noi abandon the Lepe of concluding with ment, have been sa_xtisfgmtmjly, ‘.?fom:xd. and
e gonoral arrangement, which, if it do | the dangersand privationsingident to the char-
not wholly prevent the recarreoce of diffieul- | 2cter of the seryice requirediof our. troups have
tics in L_'"_!'_n‘ “'i” r-.‘u‘IL’r [‘“c]n L?:\f'i frcqucnt 2 !ur:“slled :J.Lliiltl_uuai l.:\‘l'.lcnuc()f thelr ci):u:a.gc,
and whenever they shall oecur, facilitate their | zeal and capacity, to meet any requisition
more speedy settiement, which their country may makeof them. For
Y MEXICO. the details of the military operations, the
The interposition of this Govornment has | distribution of the troops, ard additional pro-
been invoked by many of iis citizens, on ae- visions required for the Efiht‘lr}' ser\‘iee_, I
connt of injuri®s done to their persens and | refer to the report of the Scoretary of War,
property, for which the Mexican republie is 3“‘1,”“’ accompanying documents. 2
responsible.  The unhappy sitaation of that Expericnce, gathered from events which
conatry, for some time pasf, has not »llewed have transpired since wy last an.m_ml message,
its government to give due consideratiou to | 1as but served to confirm the opiuion then ex-
clams of private reparation, and has appeared pressed of the propriety of muking provision,
to call for and justify some forbearanee in !.;a retired list, for'dzsabled officers, :md. for
such matters cu the purt of this government. | ““"“F’fl compensation the officers retained
Bat, if the revolutionary movements, which } on tle ligt for active duty. Al the reasons
have lately occurred in that republie, end in | Which exigted, when these measurs were re-

thu

will

the organization of a stable government, ur-

gent appeals to its justice will then be made,

and, it may be hoped, with suecess, for the re-

dress of all complaiuts of our citizeus.
CENTRAL AMERICA.

In regard to the Ameriean republics, which,
from their proxXimity and other considerations,
hava - peenliar relations to this government,
while it has becn my constant aim strietly to
"ewtrve all the obligations of politieal Tricnd-
#lip and good seighborhood, obstacles to this
have arisen ic some of thew, from their own
insnficient power to cheek lawless irraptions,
vhieh ineffect thruws most of the task on the
United Siates. Thus it is that the distracted
internal condition of the State of Nicarugua
has made it incumbent on e to appeal to the

faith of our citizens to abstain from any
unlawfal intervention in its affairs, and to
adopt preventative measures to the same end,
which on similar oecasion, had the bests re-
gults in re-assuring the peace of the Mexican.
8t..tes of Sonora aud Lower California, :
2 TREATIES, '

_ Sinee the last session of Congress a
' awmity, commerce, and Davigation,and f
s surrend-r of fugitive criminals, with the
ngdom of the Two Sicilies; a treaty of
jendship, commerce and navigation, with Ni-
ragua ; and a comvension. of eommercial re-
procity with the -
ates of Nicaragua have abse. acceded .

ion recognizing as international rights

wlaration
e

e

| service with the grade of cadet, qualifies them, | federat
eousiderablo  extent, to performod  the 8850

toa
duties of every arm of the serviee; but 6] 4E

Tartillery, & specialty

jadaty |
.

in the eonvention be- |

commended on furmer oecasions, continne
without modification, exeept so fax as circum-
stances have given to some of them additional
foree.

The rccomendations heretofore made for
a partial reorzavization of the army are alwo
repewed. The thorough clementary edncation
given to those officers, who commence their

give the highest efficiency to artillery, requires’
the practice and special study of 1ml;2'ens;
and it isnot, therefore, belicved to be advisa-
ble to maintain, in time of peace, a :
force of that arm than ean bé usually employed
|in the daties appertaining to the service of
field and siege astillery.. The duties of the
staff, in all its mlone’:;:ge& beloug to the
movements of troops e efficiency of an.
army in-the fiell would materially depend
upparthe ability with which those dufies are
harged. Tt is not, as in the caso of the
, but requires also
intimate knowledge of the dutics of an

e the ion of an officer, for either the
no or the general staff, it is desirablo that he

: and it is not doubted that to eom- | 9

it is beliowes T o store quiet, and afford pro-
oo Lo our eitizens.

the tervitory of Kansas there have been |

rejadicial to good order, but as yvet none |

g oceurred under cirenmstances to justify |

grposition of the FPederal Exceutive.— | :
; ion of the FPederal Exceutive | lar rights of the States

mld ouly be in case of obstruction to
Taw, or of organized resistance to ter-
Taw uming the charvactosof. e
it 1t should vceur, it would be
duty to overcome and suppress. [ cher-
the hope, however. that the occurrenee of
any such untoward event will be provented hy |
‘lhv,_wmud sense of the people of the Territo-

o

ry, who, by its organic law, possessing the
right to ddtermine their own domestic institu-
tions, are entitled, while deporting themselves
peacefully, to the free exercise of that right,
and must be protected in the enjoymensof it,
without interference on the part of the citi-
zeus of any of the States.

The Southern boundary line of this Terri-
tory has never been surveyed aud established.
The rapidly extending scttlements in that re-

jon, and the fact that the main route hetween
fndependr:nw, in the State of Missouri, and
New Mexico, is contignous to this line, sng-
gest the probability that embarrassing ques-
tions of jurisdiction may consequently arise.
For these and other considerations, [ cummend
the subject to your early attention.
CONSTITUTIONAL THEORY OF THE GOVERN-

MENT,

I have thus passed in review the general
state of the Union, including such particular
concerns of the Federal Government, whether
of domestic or foreign relation, as it appeared
to be desivable and nsefal to bring to the spec-
ial notice of Congress. Unlike the great
States of Burope and Asia, and many of
those of America, these United States are
wasting their strength neither in foreign war
nor domestic strife.  Whatever of diseontent
or public dissatisfuction exists, is attributable
to the imperfections of human natare, or is
incident to all governments, however perfeet,
which buman wisdom ean devise.  Such sab-
jeets of political agitation as oecupy the pub-
lic mind, copsists to a great extent, of exag-
geration of inevitable evils, or over zeal in so-
cial improvemont, or mere imagioation of
grievance, having but remote connexion with
any of the constitutional functions or duties
of the Foderal Government. To whatever
extent these questions exhibit atendency men--
acing to the stability of the Constitution or in-
tegrity of the Union and no farther, they. de-
mand the otb):adenho‘:d u(l; th?ﬁ Execative, and
B ; the tﬁrtm Oogmen became a con-

i only by community of tranzatlan-
ic_origin, by geogriphical pocition, and by
~ .-_. 3 *« conImon d_spsmﬂunn_uj on
Great Britain. When the tie was sundered,
they saverally assumied the powers and rights
of nbsolute self government. The municipal
and sorial imstitations of each, its laws of
property and of omal relation, even its
political organization, were such only as each
one chose to establish, wholly witheout interfe-
‘venco from any other. In tho Imghnnﬁaof

ghall have sorved in both. W‘nh__ s view, it
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aud Tacts of the political organization of the
new Teorritories of the United States,

What is the wice of history? When the
ordinance which previded for the gnvern.
ment of the territery nerthwest of the River
Ohio, and for its eveutusl sub-division into
naw States, was adopted in the Congress

'lt.haa the questicn of foture rela
| between the State
{ which did not r.
lation, escaped notice, or failed to he con-
isidered? And yet the cencession of that |
vast territory to the interests and opinions of |
the Northern States, a territory now the seat |
(of five among the larenst mewmbers of the
Union, was, in a great measure, the act of |
the State of Virginia aud «f the South.
_ When Lonisiana was acquired by the |
[nited States, it was an. S oot less
io the South; for while 1t
was important to the couutry at the mouth of
| the River Mississippi, to becowe the empo-
'rium of tue country above it, so also it was |
even more important to the whole Union to |
have that emwporinm ; snd although the new |
- province, by rexson of its imperfeet ‘settle-
meut, was mainly regarded on the Gulf of ;
| Mexico, yet, in fact, 1t extended to the.oppo-
|site boundaries of the 1nited States, with
| greater breadth above than below, and in ter-

¥
v

7

It is |
| speak of Louisiana as an acquisition in the |

| Thé patriotic and jl'l.'-.'f- men, who partici-
| pated in that act, were influenced by motives
| far above &ll sectional jealonsies. It was in '
| truth the great event which, by completing |
| for .ns the txm:xﬁnuoﬁ the wvalleyf of ghe |
Mississippi, With commercial access to the |
| Gulf of Mexico, imparted unity with strength |
{ to the whole confederation, and attached to-
gether by indissoluble ties the East and the |
West, as well ax the North and the South.
As to Florida, that was but the tranfer by |
Spain to the ['nited States of territory on |
the east side of the River Mississippi, in ex- |
change for large territory, which the United
Stutes transferred to Spaia on the west side !
of that river, as the entive diplomatie history
of the traunsaction serves to demonstrate. |

of |
ithe Confederation, it is not to he supposed |
tive power as | tween some representatives, who sought by the | of the peaple of this enlightened

[ upon allied indepbndent States.

| to accomplish this primary object, but also the
p p ¥ oby

' to place that public duty under the safeguard

 from obstacles raised up by the legislation of

kfort wglstruyct the

{ own sense of right and expediency, b

| In that crisis intense solicitude per-
| vaded the nation. But the patriotic impulses
| of the ‘]}npu}:lr hear, guided by the admonito-
ry :ul?’l{'ﬂ of the Father of his Count Iy, rose
superior to all the difficulties of the incorpo-
ration of a new empire into the Union. In
the counsels of Congress there was manifested

extreme antagonisi of opinion and action be-

es which retained and those abusive and unconstitutional employment of | could have surrendered
ta a unmerous colored popu the legitimate powers of the (Government to | funatical devotion to the

interfere in the condition of the inchoate
and to im

State,
pose their own socizl theories upon |
the. Intter; and other representatives who re-
pelled the interposition of the General Gov-
ernment in this respect, and wmintained the
self-constituting rights of States,

In truth, the thing attempted was,_ i Tormn
:11n!1|!, action of the Generpd Government,
while in reality, it wa€the endeavor, by abuse
! ]Uﬁﬂ‘!'l"—‘:’ﬁf‘vur, to foree the ideas of in-
ternal policy, entertained in particular States,
Once more
the oonstitution and Union trivmphed signal-
iy.  The new Territories were organized with-
out restrictions on the disputed point, and were
thus left to judge in that particalar for them-
selves ; and the s:nse of constitutional faith
proved vigorous enough in Congress not only

incidental aud hardly less important one, of
so amending the provisions of the statute for
the extraordition of fugitives from service, as

of the General Govermwent, and thus relieved

some of the States.

Vain declarations, regarding the provisions
of law for the extradition of fugitives from
service, with occasional episodes of frantic ef-

3 oubien by, gio§ and
murder, continued for a imnt time Ln‘ﬂtatc k
certain localities. But the true prineiple of

leaving cach State and Territory to regulate
their own laws of labor, and aceording to its
_ acqui-
red that hold of the public judgment to such
u degree, that, by common consent, it was ob-
served in the organization of the Territory of
Washington.

When, wore recently, it became requisite to
m‘g:i.nizu the Territorics of Nebraska and Kan-
sas, it was the natural and legitiment, if not

i
gigﬁ%x" ENY. A

tha Ganeral go;mi!::nt.
rated powers grianted tog
} ted, and therefore
r

the inevitable consequecne of previous events
and legislation, that the same great and sound
prineiple, which had already been applied to
('tah and New Mexico, should be applied to
themZ—that they should stand exempt from the
restrictions proposed in the act relative to the
State of Missouri,

These restrictions were, in the estimation of
many thoughtful men, null from the beginning,
unauthorized by the constitution, contrary to
the treaty stipulations for the cession of Lou-
isiana, and inconsistent with the eqnality of the
States.

They have been stripped of all moral au-
| thority, by peesistent efforts to procure their
Among the evanescent coutroversies of that | indirect repeal throngh contradiotory enact-
| periad, the most conspicuous was the question | ments. T-hc}'-lmd heen. practically ﬂ_lbr"_{,'iliﬁd
| ' by the logislation attending the crganization of
' ditios of the future States to be founded in | Utah, New Mexico and Waushington. If any

the Territory of Lonisiana. | vitality remained in thew, it would have been
! Tie ordinance for the government of the | taken away, iu effuct:, !.I}“ ‘the new territorial
terribry mnorth-west of the River Ohio imd:natz.. in the form originally pmpo:u! to the
contgned a provision which prohibited the | Senate at the firstsession of the last Congrosy.
use Of servile labor therein, subject to the | It was manly and ingenious, as well as patri-
condtion of the extradition of fagitives from | otic and ju.ut‘, to do this directly and .plumly,
sen‘-ﬁ due ‘in any other part of the United | and thus relieve the statate-book of an act,
Sta Subkeguently to the adoption of ihe ! which might he of possible future beuefit; and
Congitation, this provision ceased to vemnin | the measure of its repeal was Lln? _ﬁnal con.
| as a hw, for its operation as such was ghso- | summstion and gomplete recognition of the
lutely superceded by the Constitution.  But | principle, thut no portion of the United Sfaws
the recollaction of the fact excited the zeal of | shall undertake, thruug‘h assumption of the
social propagandism in some sections of the | powers of the General Government, to dictate
confofleration © and, when a seeond State, that | the social institutions of any other portion.

Moreuver, it was an acquisition demanded by
the comwercial interests and the seourity of |
the whole Union. .
In the meantime, the people of the United |
' States had grown up to a proper conscious-
| ness of their strength, and in a brief contest !
with) France, and in a secound serious war |
with Great Britain, they had shaken off all |
which remained of undue reverence for En- !
rope. and emerged from the atmosphere of |
| those transatlantie influences, which surround- |
ed the infant Republie, and had begun to |
turn their attention to the full and systematic |
| development of the internal resources of the

1]

y such service oqx’hb&.' State.

ghte of every State|
gﬂi _“Wmht

of Missouri, came to be formed in the Terxi- |
l\t.ary of Louisiana, a proposition was made to
pxtend to the latter Territory the restriction
drigisally applied to the country situated be-
tveen the Rivers Ohio and Mississippi. .
\Mpst anquestionable as was the proposi-

9 tion jin all its constitntional relations, never-

heldse it received the sanction of Congress.
fabosoaie cich ifigations of_the.lipe..%0.
save the existing nguts of the intended new

It was reluctantly eequiesced in by

! Southern States, as a sacrifice to the cause of

\{posce and of the Union, uot anly of the
bl ll

of the principle of equulity among the
States guarmntoed by the Constitusion, - It
was received by the Northern States with
“{angry and resentful condemna and com-

plaint, because it did not all which

w

_stipulated by the treaty of Louisiana, | jecti

| to impute bad faith, it would attach to those

The scope and effect of the language of re-
peal were not leftin doubt. It was ?ﬁ;lnmd,

in terms, to be “the truc intent and meaning
of this act not to legislate slavery into any
Territory or State, nor to exelude it therefrom,
but to leave the people thereef perfectly free
to form and regulate their domestic institutions
in their own way, subject only to the constitu-
tion of the United States.” gl

its merits alone. It was auackedwhh vio-
lence on the false and delusive pretext that it
constituted a breach of faith. Never was ob-
jection more utterly g:Ftituh of substantial
justification. When, before, was it imagi
'L sensible men, that a regulative or dg;m
tive statute, whether enacted ten or forty years
ago, i8 irre that an act of Congress
is above the Constitution ? :
If, indeed, there were1 Lﬂafaoamy cause
0 ;whohﬂe&ﬂmm_ 1, from the time of
enactment ¢ restrictive provision to
thie present day, to denounce snd condemn it;
who have constantly it by

Lo

|

tional, and which, if persevered in, must and
will end calamitously. It is either disunion
or ¢ivil war, or it is mere anory. idle aimless
disturbance of public peace and tranquility.
Disunion for what ? If the p-w‘iunm‘v l“:\;.:p
of fanaticism and partisan spirit did not force
the {act upon our attention, it would be diffi-
cult to believe that any considerable portion
! country/
themselves to 4
supposed interests
the relatively fow Africans in the Unifed
States, as totally to abandon and desrer
the interest of the twenty-five wmillionsg
Americans—to trample under foot the in

tions of moral and eoustitutional obligati

aud to engage in plans of vindictive hosRility
wgainst those whe are s SN o iy
the enjoyment of the evmmon heritage of
national institutions,

Nor is it hostility azainst their fellgw o
zens of one section of the Union alpne. Th
interests, the honor, the duty, the” prace and
prosperity of tue people of all scetions are
equally involved and imperiled in this ques-
tion. Aund are patriotic men in any part of
the Union prepared, on such issue, thus mad-
ly to invite all the consequences of the forfeit-
ure of their constitutional engagements? It
is impossible. The storm of phrenzy and fae-
tion must inevitably dash itself in vain against
the unshaken rock of the Constitution. 1
shall never doubt it. The Union is stronger
than the wild and chimerical schemes of social
change, which are gencrated one after anoth-
er in the instable minds of visionary sophists
and interested agitators.

I'rely confidently on the patriotism of the
people, on the dignity and gel of the
Ptates, on the wisdom of Col i above
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whether at home or
the Constitation, and the inf
Union. FRANKLIN

WasnixgTon, Dee. 31, 1855,
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SATURDAY.... JANUARY 12, 18:6.

=" The President’s message exelddes al-
most every thing else to-day. We have clear-
ed our decks, and will be able to find roow: for
g greater variety of matter,

§=F" It is understood that the dominant par-
ty, throngh the agenecy of King Caucus, have
selscted the Mississippian office to do the State
printing ; Mr. Hardin, of Marshall, as Super-
intendent of the Penitentiary, Mr. Sinythe
clerk ; and Mr. Kerr librarian.

The Legislatore will confirm the edict of
His Majesty to-day.

§# The oldest inhabitant does not remem-

ber so severe a spell of cold weather. For

nearly three wesks the thermometer has rave-
Iy been above the freezing point. Night before”
last sleet set in, and has sinee alternated with

rain, freezing on the earth. Yesterday the

sireets were smooth as glass, and pedestrians

on the pave ran great risk of broken bones.—

The weather is still intensely cold.

I Our mammoth Weekly of Wodnesday
next will contain 26 long colwmns of reading
inatter—embracing the President's messazr,
GGovernor’s message and inaugural, legislative
aroceedings, telegraphie news, oditorials, &se.
Members and others desiving extra copies
will pleaso leave orders at our ecounting-rooi.

L] ——————————
B Owing to the crowded state of onr
lumns, for the past two issaes, onr legislat
reports are not so .1l a8 we design to fmrnish?
We shall pablish all important genersl laws as

soon as passed.

»=

=" The “ Fakir of Siva" will give s grand
Gitt Entertainment to-night at Spengler's hall,

It will be seen that on the 99th ballot, the
House of Representatives at Washington was
no nearer au organization than gn the first day
of the session. ‘ ¥

Uotion Was *-,. - ﬂ_' CRTTS T
Wednesday, at the slight advance of last week,
The alarm of fire yesterday morning™ was
caused by a defective chimney as the rear storo
of H. & P. Hilzheim. The ongines were prompt-
ly on the spot, and the fire was extinguished
without much injury.

§¥ The President in his Message speaks of
& treaty of amity, commerce and navigation
concluded with Nicarayua. Now as Mr. Mar- ¢
colets is himself the last visible speck of the
guvernmédat he professes to iepresent, we are
a little curious to kuow, whether Mr. Marcole-

ta, the government, will ratify this impertant

; | treaty negotiated by Mr. Marcolets the minis-

ter, - The President refuses to ago-
vernment de faoto, and yet enters into an ar-
rangeinent with s quondam agent of a defunet
government, and gravely asks Congress o, rat

—
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